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• The test pits will be measured and logged from safe vantage points 

• Dynamic Cone Penetrometer (DCP) testing will be carried out from the 
ground surface to a depth of about 3m or prior refusal using portable hand 
equipment 

• The excavated test pits will be backfilled in layers using excavated spoil and 
compacted using portable whacker packer. The platform test pit will also be 
reinstated with bitumen cold mix 

• The excess spoil soils will be assessed for contamination by qualified ADE 
Hygienist and will be disposed off-site appropriately. 

The following equipment will be used: 

• Hand digging equipment (e.g. shovels, crowbar, trowel) 

• Concrete Saw 

• Plate compactor 

• Surveying equipment 

• Service locating equipment. 

Ground investigations - test pit (excavator dug) + DCP 

• A Safety, Health & Environment and Safe Work Method Statement 
(SHEWMS) will be issued prior to undertaking works 

• The track monitoring, track protection officer, traffic management, road 
opening permit will be organized prior to the investigation works 

• A site wa k over inspection will be carried out prior to commencement of the 
investigation program 

• Dial Before You Dig plans and Detailed Site Survey (DSS) plans will be 
obtained for all test locations 

• Prior to test pitting commencement, all test-pit locations will be scanned for 
underground services and Non-Destructive Digging (NDD) holes be carried 
out 

• All traffic control arrangements will be coordinated by ADE, TCP’s will be 
generated and reviewed by Canterbury council representatives 

• Test pits will be excavated at the nominated locations to assess the 
subsurface conditions for the proposed structures 

• Sawcut is planned to be used for 10-15 min for one test pit on the station 
platform 

• The test locations will either be excavator using a bucket or auger drilled 
using a 300 mm pendulum auger attached to an excavator to a depth up to 
3m or prior refusal on weathered bedrock. The auger drilling will be 
completed slowly to ensure that changes in stratigraphy are observed and 
cross contamination of materials be avoided 

• The test pit/borehole will be logged in accordance with AS1726-2017 
Geotechnical Site Investigations and details of the stratigraphy will be 
recorded 

• Disturbed soil samples will be collected for further observations and 
laboratory testing (if required) 

• The test pits will be measured and logged from safe vantage points 

• Dynamic Cone Penetrometer (DCP) testing will be carried out from the 
ground surface to a depth of about 3m or prior refusal using portable hand 
equipment 

• The excavated test pits will be backfilled in layers using excavated spoil and 
compacted using portable whacker packer; and 

• The excess spoil soils will be assessed for contamination by qualified ADE 
Environmental Consultant and will be disposed off-site appropriately. 

The following equipment will be used: 

• 5T Excavator with auger attachment (track mounted) 

• 10000L vacuum truck & tipper truck 

• Surveying equipment 

• Plate compactor 

• Service locating equipment 

• Support vehicles 

• Sawcut. 
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Ground investigations - cored boreholes (shallow/deep with standard 
penetration test (SPT)) 

• A Safety, Health & Environment and Safe Work Method Statement 
(SHEWMS) will be issued prior to undertaking works 

• The track monitoring, track protection officer, traffic management, road 
opening permit will be organized prior to the investigation works 

• A site wa k over inspection will be carried out prior to commencement of the 
investigation program 

• Dial Before You Dig plans and Detailed Site Survey (DSS) plans will be 
obtained for all test locations 

• Prior to drilling commencement, all test-pit locations will be scanned for 
underground services and Non-Destructive Digging (NDD) holes be carried 
out 

• A drill rig with rubber tracks will be transported by truck to a nearby rail 
corridor access point access point. The rig will be unloaded and moved to 
the borehole locations under supervision of ADE field engineer and Rail 
Protection Officer.  

• Establishment of drill rig at approved site investigation location 

• Non-core vertical auguring of soil profile including logging, regular SPT in-
situ testing at 1.5m intervals, and undisturbed sample collection (U50 or 
U75) where required 

• Core drill in rock (NMLC) by diamond core drilling to nominated depths. The 
cores will be stored in core boxes, photographed, logged, Point Load 
Strength tests will be carried out at 1m intervals 

• Selected length of cores will be sent for laboratory Rock UCS testing 

• The core boxes will be loaded on to the support vehicle and transported to 
the ADE soil/rock testing laboratory for further observations and testing 

• Soil and rock sample will be characterised in accordance with AS1726-2017 
“Geotechnical Site Investigations” 

• The core recovery from the drilling process will be maintained to 95%, 90%, 
and 80% for the fresh to moderately weathered, moderate to highly 
weathered and extremely weathered rock, respectively. However, these 
recovery percentage does not include wash out of clay seam, extremely 
weathered zone, sheared zone, weathered dyke material or any other soft 
material 

• Drilling fluid/water will be collected in a portable tank and disposed off-site 
appropriately 

• Borehole locations will be surveyed to MGA (GDA1994 MGA Zone 56) co-
ordinates and Reduced Level (RL) to Australian Height Datum (AHD) 

• On completion, all the boreholes will be reinstated using quick set grout and 

• The excess spoil soils will be assessed for contamination by qualified ADE 
Hygienist and will be disposed off-site appropriately. 

The following equipment will be used: 

• Comacchio 205 Drilling Rig (non hi-rail tracked) 

• 10000L Vacuum truck & 2 tonne tipper 

• Surveying equipment 

• Service locating equipment 

• Support Vehicles 

Soil Resistivity Testing 

• A Safety, Health & Environment and Safe Work Method Statement 
(SHEWMS) will be issued prior to undertaking works 

• The track monitoring, track protection officer, traffic management, road 
opening permit will be organized prior to the investigation works 

• A site wa k over inspection will be carried out prior to commencement of the 
investigation program 

• Dial Before You Dig plans and Detailed Site Survey (DSS) plans will be 
obtained for all test locations 

• Testing would be conducted with the use of four 12 mm rods inserted up to 
a maximum of 100 mm at each test location. 
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 Jonathan S

From: Tim  
Sent: Monday, May 18, 2020 4:18 PM
To:  Jonathan S;  Ben
Cc:  Sushane S; Chris 
Subject: RE: Bankstown BH005 - slight change to scope of works 

Hi Jonny, 
 
Thanks for the update. Can you please append this information to the approved Minor Works Approval  document 
for these investigations (SMDS-PCMW-005 Rev4), and send back to Metro? 
 
Thanks,  
Tim 
 

From:  Jonathan S [mailto:   
Sent: Monday, 18 May 2020 4:06 PM 
To: Tim  ;  Ben  
Cc: Sushane S  
Subject: RE: Bankstown BH005 - slight change to scope of works  
 
Hi Tim 
 
As discussed, to drill BH005 T2M will need to deliver the rig to the rail corridor drill site on the back of a truck (yellow 
below). To allow the truck safe passage, it would be preceded by a truck with mounted cane that will install a 
temporary road plate on top of the signalling pit, location shown below. 
 

 



2

To allow the rig to drive off the delivery truck over the service pit, a ramp footing will be constructed, as shown in 
green above, and in the figure below. The ramp footing will be constructed of a geofabric ground protection sheet, 
150mm depth of hand-placed 20mm road base (compacted using a whacker packer), with a mat on top.  
 
 

 
Once the investigation works are complete and the drill rig reloaded, the ramp footing will be removed by hand. The 
road plate will be removed once the delivery truck has departed. 
 
The entire works will be carried out during Saturday standard construction hours.  
 
Please let me know if you have any further questions. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Jonny 
 

Jonathan  
Principal Environmental Consultant 

            
 

 

 

From: Tim    
Sent: Monday, May 18, 2020 12:02 PM 
To:  Ben ;  Jonathan S  
Subject: Bankstown BH005 - slight change to scope of works  
 
Hi Ben and Jonny, 
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In our weekly SMDS Site meeting, Sushane mentioned that there are a few extra steps required to access the BH005 
location – including putting down temporary road plates. 
 
Can you please just give me a high level overview of these works to determine if any tweaks to MWA-005 is 
required? I suspect the overall change is fairly minor. 
 
Thanks,  
Tim 
 
Tim  
Environmental Manager 
Southwest Metro  
Sydney Metro  
 

 
 
sydneymetro.info 
Level 42, 680 George Street, Sydney NSW 2000 
PO Box K659, Haymarket NSW 1240 

 

 
 

   I acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which I work and pay my respects to their Elders, past and present. 
 
 

This email is intended only for the addressee and may contain confidential information. If you receive this email in error please delete it and any 
attachments and notify the sender immediately by reply email. Transport for NSW takes all care to ensure that attachments are free from viruses or 
other defects. Transport for NSW assume no liability for any loss, damage or other consequences which may arise from opening or using an 
attachment.  

 Consider the environment. Please don't print this e-mail unless really necessary.  

This email is intended only for the addressee and may contain confidential information. If you receive this email in error please delete it and any 
attachments and notify the sender immediately by reply email. Transport for NSW takes all care to ensure that attachments are free from viruses or 
other defects. Transport for NSW assume no liability for any loss, damage or other consequences which may arise from opening or using an 
attachment.  

 Consider the environment. Please don't print this e-mail unless really necessary.  
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Appendix 1: Environmental Risk Assessment and 
Environmental Control Maps
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Sydney Metro Risk Matrix 
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Environmental Sensitivities Maps 
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Appendix 2: Environmental Management Documentation 

Unexpected Finds 

In the case that an environmental consultant is not available for oversight, workers will be 
vigilant for hazardous materials that may be uncovered during investigations. Unexpected 
finds include, but are not limited to, odour, visual contamination, acid sulfate soils, 
deleterious material inclusions, asbestos containing material, Underground Storage Tanks 
(USTs) or any other suspect materials. Any unexpected finds will be reported to the 
Contractor's on-site manager immediately. Additionally, the site owner/occupier should be 
informed as soon as practical following an unexpected find. 

If hazardous materials are uncovered / discovered during excavations the Contractor shall: 

• Cease all work in that vicinity (and fence the area if appropriate) 

• Remove workers from the vicinity 

• An experienced environmental consultant / occupational hygienist should be 
contacted to assess the potential risks associated with the Unexpected Finds and 
provide appropriate management options 

• Investigate the nature of the risk of the materials, determine the appropriate response 
and document the actions in accordance with contractual obligations. 

• In the event of a serious unexpected find, which could cause harm to human health 
and/or the environment, TfNSW and the NSW EPA may need to be informed. 

• The risks posed by the removal works to Aboriginal or European heritage are 
expected to be minimal. However, in the event potential heritage items are 
encountered during excavations, works will cease, and the Site Supervisor notified. 
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Appendix 3: Community Notification 
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Appendix 4: Environmental Representative Supporting 
Letter 

 

 
  







 

Central to Sefton track maintenance 

From Saturday 7 March to Monday 9 March 

What we’re doing 

Sydney Trains is undertaking maintenance between Central and Sefton via Bankstown from Saturday 7 March to Monday 9 
March. 

At Central Station, Sydney Metro is: 

 working on the Suburban Platforms 16 to 23 for the new underground pedestrian walkway, Central Walk 

 installing new and removing redundant services along track 23 

 removing roof canopy sections on the upper Northern Concourse  

 excavating for the Metro platforms (underground former platforms 13, 14-15).  

At Sydenham Station, Sydney Metro will be carrying out retaining wall, bridge and culvert works including installing drainage 
pits, cable routes, signal equipment and undertaking testing and commissioning. 

Between Sydenham and Bankstown, Sydney Metro will be undertaking corridor works and surveys throughout, 
geotechnical investigations in and around Bankstown station, potholing on station platforms, piling works for the retaining 
wall next to Charles St, Canterbury and bridge works for combined service route adjacent to Ness Ave, Dulwich Hill. For the 
safety of the public and rail workers, there will be a road closure on Ness Avenue, Dulwich Hill for the duration of works. 

Sydney Trains is working on:  

 bridge refurbishment works at Illawarra Road Overbridge, Marrickville 

 plain track and turnout resurfacing 

 rail and turnout grinding 

 routine civil, signal and electrical maintenance 

 vegetation maintenance, litter and graffiti removal. 

How this affects you 

Noise 

 These works may create additional noise at night and over the weekend. 

 Work will take place around the clock from 2am Saturday 7 March until 2am Monday 9 March. 

 Equipment may be delivered to the worksite outside the above. Some deliveries may occur at night due to travel 
restrictions on large vehicles.  

 Diesel work trains will be kept on site and may be idling for extended periods. 

 Finishing works may take place following this period, including the removal of equipment. 
 

Traffic and Parking 

 Heavy vehicles will be using local streets to access the rail corridor.  

 While we will park our vehicles inside the rail corridor where possible, please be aware that on-street parking may be 
limited near worksites 

 We apologise for any inconvenience and thank you for your cooperation during these essential works. 

Contact us 
For upcoming work 

transport.nsw.gov.au/sydtraincommunity 

To report environmental concerns (24hours) 1300 656 999 

  

 

 



Sydney Metro – Integrated Management System (IMS) 

 (Uncontrolled when printed) 

 

© Sydney Metro 2017 SMDS-PCMW-005_Revised_Rev04_03.03.20 Page 22 of 22 

 

Appendix 5: Heritage Impact Assessment 





Bankstown Station - Sydney Metro City and Southwest 
Geotechnical Investigation Works – Heritage Impact Assessment 

 

  Page 2 

 

1.1.1 Overview of works  

Mott MacDonald are proposing to undertake geotechnical investigation works through excavator and 

hand dug Test Pits (TP), Dynamic Cone Penetrometer (DCP) and cored boreholes (shallow/deep 

with Standard Penetration Test (SPT)) investigation works at Bankstown Station.  

1.1.2 Methodology of Works 

The proposed works would consist of three ground investigations comprising of the following 

procedures: 

Test Pit (excavator dug) and Dynamic Cone Penetrometer (DCP) 

There will be one team undertaking these works. The team will consist of one Protection Officer 

(PO), a number of labourers, track certifier, machine operator(s), geotechnical engineer and T2M 

supervisor. 

1. Prior to drilling commencement, all test-pit locations will be scanned for underground 

services; 

2. Following preliminary non-destructive digging (NDD), the test locations will either be 

excavated using a bucket or auger drilled using a 300 mm pendulum auger attached to an 

excavator to a depth up to 3m or prior refusal on weathered bedrock. The auger drilling will 

be completed slowly to ensure that changes in stratigraphy are observed and cross 

contamination of materials be avoided; 

3. The test pit will be logged in accordance with AS1726-2017 Geotechnical Site Investigations 

and details of the stratigraphy will be recorded; 

4. Disturbed soil samples will be collected for further observations and laboratory testing (if 

required); 

5. The test pits will be measured and logged from safe vantage points; 

6. Dynamic cone penetrometer (DCP) testing will be carried out from the ground surface to a 

depth of about 3m or prior refusal using portable hand equipment; 

7. The excavated test pits will be backfilled in layers using excavated spoil and compacted 

using portable plate compactor; and 

8. The excess spoil soils will be assessed for contamination by qualified ADE Environmental 

Consultant and will be disposed offsite appropriately. 

Equipment used for the excavation works would include a track-mounted 5-tonne excavator and 

high-pressure water and vacuum excavation truck (vacuum truck) for NDD works. Backfilling of test 

pits would use a plate compactor following infilling of excavation cavities.  

Test Pit (hand dug) and DCP 

There will be two teams undertaking these works. The team will consist of one PO, a number of 

labourers, track certifier, geotechnical engineer and T2M supervisor. 

1. Prior to excavation, the test pit locations will be scanned for underground services; 

2. The test locations will be marked, and hand dug using handheld equipment such as shovels, 

crowbars and trowels to a maximum depth of 1.5m or prior refusal; 
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3. The test pit will be logged in accordance with AS1726-2017 Geotechnical Site Investigations 

and details of the stratigraphy will be recorded; 

4. Disturbed soil samples will be collected for further observations and laboratory testing (if 

required); 

5. The test pits will be measured and logged from safe vantage points; 

6. Dynamic Cone Penetrometer (DCP) testing will be carried out from the ground surface using 

portable hand equipment; 

7. The excavated test pits will be backfilled in layers using excavated spoil and compacted 

using portable plate compactor; and 

8. The excess spoil soils will be assessed for contamination by qualified ADE Environmental 

Consultant and will be disposed offsite appropriately. 

All test pits would be manually excavated with hand tools. Backfilling of test pits would use a plate 

compactor following infilling of excavation cavities.  

Cored Boreholes (shallow/deep with standard penetration test (SPT)) 

The two cored borehole crews shall consist of a PO, track certifier, driller, drillers offsider and 

geotechnical engineer, T2M supervisor and surveyor. 

1. Prior to drilling commencement, all the borehole locations will be scanned for underground 

services and Non-Destructive Digging (NDD) holes will be carried out; 

2. The drill rig with rubber track will be transported by truck to the corridor access point nearest 

to the investigation site. The rig will be unloaded and will be tracked to the borehole location 

under supervision of ADE field engineer and PO. No high-rail movement is envisaged, where 

required, tracking matts will be used to avoid ground disturbance and track formation; 

3. Establishment of drill rig at approved site investigation location; 

4. Non-core vertical auguring of soil profile including logging, regular SPT in-situ testing at 1.5m 

intervals, and undisturbed sample collection (U50 or U75) where required; 

5. Core drill in rock (HQ) by diamond core drilling to at least 3m into Class III bedrock, the cores 

will be stored in core boxes, photographed, logged, Point Load Strength tests will be carried 

out at 1m intervals; 

6. Selected length of cores will be sent for laboratory Rock UCS testing; 

7. The core boxes will be loaded on to the support vehicle and transported to the ADE soil/rock 

testing laboratory for further observations and testing; 

8. Drilling fluid/water will be collected into portable tank and disposed off-site appropriately; 

9. On completion, all the boreholes will be reinstated using quick set grout; and 

10. The excess spoil soils will be assessed for contamination by qualified ADE Environmental 

Consultant and will be disposed offsite appropriately. 

Boreholes would be excavated with a non-track mounted drill rig (Comacchio 205 Drilling Rig), with 

a vacuum truck used to conduct NDD service location prior to boreholing.  
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Soil resistivity testing 

Soil resistivity testing is also proposed to be conducted at Bankstown Station. Testing would be 

conducted at several locations. Testing which is proposed to be conducted in the rail corridor is 

located outside of the heritage curtilage of any heritage listed item and is also not located in any 

potential area of predicted significant archaeological remains. 

Soil resistivity test number 2 is located within the heritage curtilage of Bankstown Station, located 

directly to the south of the rail corridor in the public park between the rail corridor and South Terrace.  

Testing would be conducted with the use of four 12 mm rods inserted up to a maximum of 100 mm.  

1.1.3 Previous assessments 

This heritage assessment is based on historical and archaeological research provided in the 

previously prepared heritage reports for the Sydney Metro City and Southwest – Sydenham to 

Bankstown Project. The current assessment provides summaries of the historical and archaeological 

research prepared in these two reports but does not reproduce the historical context for these 

reports here. As such, this report should be read in conjunction with previously prepared heritage 

reports. Reports referenced in this assessment include:  

• Sydney Metro City & Southwest – Sydenham to Bankstown Non-Aboriginal Heritage Impact 

Assessment (Artefact 2017)  

• Sydney Metro City & Southwest – Sydenham to Bankstown Historical Archaeological 

Assessment & Research Design (Artefact 2018a) 

This memo only assesses service location and assessment works that have been proposed to be 

conducted in and near Bankstown railway station for the Sydney Metro City and Southwest project.  

The locations of heritage listed items and their curtilages at Bankstown Station are illustrated in 

Figure 1. 

1.1.4 Authorship  

This report was prepared by Sophie Barbera (Heritage Consultant) with management input and 

review from Duncan Jones (Principal).  
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Figure 1: Listed heritage items and heritage curtilages at Bankstown Station 
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BN-BH015 Cored borehole 3m into Class III (or better) rock 

BN-BH016 Cored borehole 3m into Class III (or better) rock 

BN-BH017 Cored borehole 3m into Class III (or better) rock 

BN-BH018 Cored borehole 3m into Class III (or better) rock 

BN-TP001 Test pit to confirm subgrade composition (3m depth) 

BN-TP002 Test pit to confirm subgrade composition (3m depth) 

BN-TP003 Test pit to confirm subgrade composition (3m depth) 

BN-TP004 Test pit to confirm subgrade composition (3m depth) 

BN-TP005 Test pit to confirm subgrade composition (3m depth) 

BN-TP006 Test pit to confirm subgrade composition (3m depth) 

BN-TP007 Test pit to confirm subgrade composition (3m depth) 

BN-TP008 Test pit to confirm subgrade composition (3m depth) 

BN-TP009 Test pit to confirm subgrade composition (3m depth) 

BN-TP010 Test pit to confirm subgrade composition (3m depth) 

BN-TP011 Test pit to confirm subgrade composition (3m depth) 

BN-TP012 Test pit to confirm subgrade composition (3m depth) 

BN-TP013 Test pit to confirm subgrade composition (3m depth) 

BN-TP015 Test pit to confirm subgrade composition (3m depth) 

BN-TP016 Test pit to confirm subgrade composition (3m depth) 

BN-TP017 Test pit to confirm subgrade composition (3m depth) 

BN-TP018 Test pit to confirm subgrade composition (3m depth) 

BN-TP023 Test pit to confirm subgrade composition (3m depth) 

BN-TP025 Test pit to confirm subgrade composition (3m depth) 

BN-TP026 Test pit to confirm subgrade composition (3m depth) 

BN-TP027 Test pit to confirm subgrade composition (3m depth) 

BN-TP028 Test pit to confirm subgrade composition (3m depth) 

BN-TP029 Test pit to confirm subgrade composition (3m depth) 

BN-TP030 Test pit to confirm subgrade composition (3m depth) 

BN-TP031 Test pit to confirm subgrade composition (3m depth) 

BN-TP032 Test pit to confirm subgrade composition (3m depth) 
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BN-

TP019 

• Located within the s170 

Register heritage curtilage 

• Located within the Bankstown 

LEP heritage curtilage 

• Located adjacent to the former 

Bankstown parcels office 

(northern elevation) 

The proposed location of the test pit lies to 

the north of the heritage listed former 

Bankstown parcels office. The proposed test 

pit works would involve small and bulk 

disturbed samples for laboratory testing while 

DCP testing would be undertaken at the test 

pit to a depth of 3m or refusal. While the 

parcels office is considered an element of 

local heritage significance, the location of the 

proposed test pit would not directly impact 

upon the building or any of its associated 

fabric. The proposed works would not impact 

any significant fabric associated with the 

station or the former parcels office. 

Neutral 

BN-

TP020 

• Located within the s170 

Register heritage curtilage 

• Located on Platform 1/2(high 

significance) 

The proposed test pit works would involve 

removal of the asphalt on the platform 

surface for the assessment. Small and bulk 

disturbed samples for laboratory testing 

would be taken while DCP testing would be 

undertaken at the test pit to a depth of 3m or 

refusal. While the platform coping is 

considered high significance fabric, asphalt 

surfaces and subsurface platform fill 

materials are not heritage significant fabric 

and the works would not physically impact the 

heritage significance of this element. 

Proposed works would not impact any 

significant fabric associated with the platform 

building (exceptional significance).  

Neutral 

BN-

TP021 

• Located within the s170 

Register heritage curtilage 

• Located within the Bankstown 

LEP heritage curtilage 

The proposed location of the test pit lies at 

the northern boundary of the s170 heritage 

curtilage. The proposed test pit works would 

involve small and bulk disturbed samples for 

laboratory testing. DCP testing would be 

undertaken at the test pit to a depth of 3m or 

refusal. The location of the proposed test pit 

is within the heritage curtilage of Bankstown 

Station; however, the proposed works would 

not directly impact upon an element of 

heritage significance. 

Neutral 
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BN-

TP022 

• Located within the s170 

Register heritage curtilage 

 

The proposed location of the test pit lies 

between the station platform and the northern 

boundary of the s170 heritage curtilage. The 

proposed test pit works would involve small 

and bulk disturbed samples for laboratory 

testing. DCP testing would be undertaken at 

the test pit to a depth of 3m or refusal. The 

location of the proposed test pit is within the 

heritage curtilage of Bankstown Station; 

however, the proposed works would not 

directly impact upon an element of heritage 

significance. 

Neutral 

BN-

TP024 

• Located within the Bankstown 

LEP heritage curtilage 

• Located under the existing 

overbridge, to the centre of the 

railway track of platform 1/2 

(high significance) 

The proposed location of the borehole lies 

underneath the existing overbridge, which 

has been assessed as an element of high 

significance. The proposed borehole works 

would involve SPTs at 1.5m centres to 

bedrock level, alternating with undisturbed 

samples in cohesive strata. The location of 

the proposed borehole is within the heritage 

curtilage of Bankstown Station; however, the 

proposed borehole would not directly impact 

upon an element of heritage significance. 

Neutral 

Soil 

resistivity 

test no. 2 

• Located within the Bankstown 

LEP heritage curtilage 

• Located in the public park 

between the rail corridor and 

South Terrace 

• “Landscaping and natural 

features” are considered an 

element of moderate value to 

the significance of Bankstown 

Station 

The small size of the testing apparatus would 

not involve any noticeable ground excavation, 

nor would it alter the appearance of the 

garden once the works were completed. 

While landscaping is considered moderately 

significant fabric, the proposed works would 

not physically impact significant trees, 

landscaping, or any built structure. Following 

the completion of works, the testing would not 

alter the appearance of the garden in any 

way. 

Neutral 

1.2.4 Indirect (visual) impacts to heritage significance of  

It is expected that the proposed works would replace the removed asphalt surfaces at Bankstown 

Station to its pre-existing condition following the completion of works. So long as reinstated ground 

and platform surfaces are made good to match existing asphalt surfaces, the proposed works would 

not result in any adverse indirect (visual) heritage impacts at any station.  
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1.3 Approval pathway 

1.3.1 Low impact activities 

The instrument of approval for the project was approved on 12 December 2018, and provides the 

following description of low impact activities in that document:3 

(b) investigations including investigative drilling and excavation; 

The instrument of approval also states that: 

However, where heritage items on the State heritage register, areas of known or 

expected archaeological potential, … are affected by any low impact activity, that 

activity is construction, unless otherwise determined by the Planning Secretary, 

following consultation by the Proponent with OEH (Office of Environment and 

Heritage – now Department of Premier and Cabinet [DPC] Heritage)…. 

The proposed borehole, test pit and soil resistivity works are being conducted for geotechnical 

investigation works to inform design. The proposed works would result in neutral adverse impacts to 

heritage significant fabric. As such, these works would be considered Low Impact environmental 

activities, and can be progressed in advance of the preparation of the overall Construction 

Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) for the project works.  

As the works are not taking place within the heritage curtilage of any item listed on the SHR and is 

not located in any areas of identified archaeological potential, no consultation with Heritage NSW is 

required to approve the works as Minor Works.  

Following confirmation that the works are approved as low impact activities; the works should be 

conducted in accordance management recommendations outlined in the section below. 

1.4 Conclusions and Recommendations 

The proposed works would involve excavation of one test pit within the station platform of 

Bankstown Station. Additionally, two boreholes and six additional test pits are proposed to be 

excavated at locations within the heritage curtilages. These works would not result in adverse 

impacts to heritage significant fabric.  

During the proposed works, the following recommendations are provided to ensure that inadvertent 

impacts to significant fabric and archaeological remains occurs: 

• Significant fabric (such as platform coping or station platform buildings) near to areas of 

excavation should be protected from splash from vacuum truck excavation material during 

the works. This would ensure that outer surfaces are kept clean during works.  

• Following the completion of works, all areas of investigation should be made good to restore 

the platform surfaces to their original appearance. This would include: 

 
3 NSW Planning and Environment, 12 December 2018. Infrastructure Approval for SSI 8256. Accessed online at 
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view job&job id=8256.  
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▪ Cleaning all asphalt, concrete and brick surfaces that may have been dirtied during 

works 

▪ Ensuring that platform asphalt surfaces are reinstated following the completion of 

backfilling so that they match surrounding asphalt surfaces 

• Borehole and test pit locations should not be moved from proposed locations outlined in this 

document. Should these locations be changed, this assessment would need to be revised 

and consultation may need to be repeated prior to works proceeding.  

Kind Regards, 

Sophie Barbera 

 

Heritage Consultant 

Artefact Heritage  

Sophie.Barbera@artefact.net.au  




